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drawings is typical of pure graphite, and even interrupted
striations are only of exceptional occurrence.
In view of the fact that Conte's process was invented
in 1795 in Paris, it is interesting to note, however, that
a card sent to Flaxman by the painter Fleury Epinat,
of Lyons, "between 1805 and 1814, wan written with a
pencil producing the characteristic fine regular beaded
striations of the modern type of pencil. Thin in the
first instance noted of the occurrence of writing in a
composition pigment in the MRS. in the Museum.
Of the other manuscripts and drawings of the early
nineteenth century mention may be made of the sketch
books of J. C. Buckler (son of the Buckler mentioned
above) of various years from 1810 to 1836, and of those
of his son, C. Buckler (1848-1850), all the linen in which
show the characteristics of pure graphite of good quality ;
whilst a special literary interest attaches to a letter of
Byron (about 1809), which is written in a particularly
brilliant graphite, and to the pencil corrections made
by Keats (about 1820) in his manuscript of " Hyperion,"
which are also in pure graphite.
The same characteristics of rich pigment deposit,
showing only scanty irregular broken striations, may
also be seen in a letter of Lord Wellesley written about
1828.
As has been pointed out (p, 90) the manufacture of
graphite pencils by the original method was continued
until about 1869, but, as the old pencils must have been
widely distributed, it is not surprising that the charac-
teristics of pure graphite are frequently to be found
in writing, and especially in drawings, for several years
after that date. Hence, it is quite in accordance with the